Wisdom and Destiny

adore her, and transferred to the care of
an aunt and uncle, Monsieur Rogron and
his sister Sylvia, A hard, gloomy couple,
these two; retired shopkeepers, who live
in a dreary house in the back streets of
a dreary country town. Their celibacy
weighs heavily upon them; they are
miserly, and absurdly vain; morose, and
instinctively full of hatred.

The poor inoffensive girl has hardly set
foot in the house before her martyrdom
begins. There are terrible questions of
money and economy, ambitions to be
gratified, marriages to be prevented, in-
heritances to be turned aside: complica-
tions of every kind. The neighbours and
friends of the Rogrons behold the long
and painful sufferings of the victim with
unruffled tranquillity, for their every
natural instinct leads them to applaud
the success of the stronger. And at last
Pierrette dies, as unhappily as she has
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